INTRODUCTION

THE chief sources from which our knowledge of Saint
Boniface is drawn are, first, the writings of Boniface
himself, particularly his Letters, with the letters ad-
dressed to him which have been preserved with his
own; secondly, the Life by Willibald. The Life of
Gregory,1 the saint's beloved disciple, by Liudger,2
also presents a number of valuable notices; and the
Life of Abbot Sturmi3 of Fulda; by Eigil,4 gives the
best and fullest account of the beginnings of the great
abbey of Fulda,5 the special delight of the declining
years of Boniface,6 and the spot which he chose as the
final resting place for his body.7 Other contemporary
material includes a few passages in the chroniclers, and
in the Lives of Willibald, bishop of Eichstatt,8 and
Wynnebald, abbot of Heidenheim,9 brothers, and rela-
tives of Boniface,10 by the Nun of Heidenheim.11

1  Abbot of Saint Martin at Utrecht; died about 775.

2  * Apostle of the Frisians and Saxons '; bishop of Minister c. 804-
809; died 809.

3  Died 779.                           4 Died 822.

5  Founded 12 March 744.   Eigil, Vita Sturmi, 13.

6  E., 86; Albert Hauck, Kirchengeschichte Deutschlands, i (ad ed.,
Leipsic, 1898), p. 566.

7  E., 86; pages 79, go, below.

8  Page 77, below.   Bishop Willibald died not before 786.

9  Died 19 December 761.

10  Vita Wynnebaldij 4:   " qui carnale propinquitatis et sanguini
copuktione ulo fuerat sociatus atque glutinatus."

11  The Nun appears to have written the Life of Willibald, from his